ARTICLE APP. 


ShencisS ahd aes 
anes 


‘Missing-Uranium Repor 


y Yohn's, Fialka 


J 
nthe ‘CIA ‘and the: FBI have blocked 
the public release. ‘of & General Ac-; 
‘counting Office report on’ Spommbe " 
shrouded, ; case; of¢mi ing |b 


at ost p sect 
aoe B pencies ordered ‘the 
‘GAO; report — finished last week" — 
‘to ‘be kept: secret evén though GAO: 
investigators, after more than a year] 
of ‘interviewing™ witnesses'.and. dig- 
‘ging ‘into the‘ documentary’ ‘remains: 
‘of :the: -13-ypar-old ‘case, were: never, 
‘given’, access ‘to’ sensitive eee 
FBI: files: ‘onthe matter, <* :- : 
a Ina. Jeter sent t yesterdey to © 


aspects ‘of, the 
case ‘appear | ‘to revolve around either 
‘suspicions “ot evidence held -by: the; 
CIA that-in the 1960s highly. enriched. 
uranium somehow - ‘found | its: way | 
from <a“:private: company: in Apollo,’ 
Pa.;"to'Israel; where it became part. 
of the first atomic bombs in that na-. 
tion’s nuclear weapons program. (Is- 
‘rael repeatedly has denied that I has| 
‘Bouclear weapons program: Dr Sa 


“SETHE GOVERNMENT first’ bein 
‘to: ‘suspect that something strange 


“had happened at: the. company,. Nu- 


‘clear Materials and Equipment Corp. 
‘(NUMEC), when: the ‘firm; ‘reported 
‘that a large amount of uranium:was 
vmissing from one of its fue} fabrica- 
‘tion contracts. Investigators later 
‘concluded that “208 pounds of-: the 
-Uranium, roughly enough for.10 small 
nuclear weapons, had disappéared, ’ 


3, At the time NUMEC was headed , 


“by a former Atomic Energy Commis- 
-'sion chemist, Dr. Zalman?'|M. 
‘Shapiro,. who. had a number of busi’ 
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ness’ ‘dealings: with the ‘Israeli “Atomic4 
“Energy Agency. Shapiro has insisted that) 
‘the missing uranium was lost in various: 


uri 
; documents’. obtained ,: by .. investigators, 
; Shapiro’ repeatedly was reprimanded, by 
5the AEC and the U.S.'Navy for lax sé] 
curity practices that tended to allow too 
zmuch access by foreign visitors at the: 
§ plant, sacadis French and [sraell sclend: 
tists. The » plant - housed - government, 
*bomb-grade uranium. and plutonium. asi 
dwell: AS .a: ‘library: of} classified” nuclear: 
t iweapons data... ae 

":, However, according td Hoven ‘Brow 
“the' main AEC investigator of NUMEC, } 
Ethe’ ‘government was never able: tofind 
sufficient evidence thati Shapiro was; ine, 
volved in any illegal activity. ..°:.; 2 
et Asked -how-he feels about the ‘continu= 
i zing’ activities of the: FBI and the CIA in: 
the case, Brown,, now: a ‘private attorney: 
ain. Washington, “said' he believes’ their’ 
stand is becoming unfair. “The executive 
“branch js the only agency capable of put: 
xting this matter to rest once and for all. If" 

«they:have a case they should bring: it, Uf u 
a athey don’ t they should admit ite 


4 : “be i 
THE: ‘FBI "AND THE ‘Jastiee Depart™ 
“ment have been in and out of the NUMEG: 
case: ‘since 1968, when the CIA first re- 
"ported its suspicions: about NUMEC and 
dsrael to then-President Lyndon Johnson-:; 
*. Their latest entry into'the case came in 
‘1978. when the.matter resurfaced at the 
‘Nuclear, Regulatory. Agency,: the. ‘aca’ 
-sor° agency’to. the--AEC. At that point. 
President Gerald- Ford. asked that aa 
kcase be reinvestigated.’ 4 
ia i Since then the: FBI has etused to pros! 
zyide' information ‘on the case‘to congres=.. 
sional scommittees ‘or: the: GAO ;on :thé: 
- basis: that. it: would. ‘interfere . ‘with: its) 
“investigation: ‘Dingell, :in~his letter .to/ 
(Staats/isaids that the; FBI's + position, 
piptretches one 3 imagination." : 
244 Dingell‘asserted-that after 30: “months 
rot investigation;: the FBI has ‘! eae not ines 
5 iterviewed: some f the. La : 


{spokesman for ‘the. Justice Department, 
said that while ‘the investigation is “‘inac-? 
itive,” the’case is open. A‘CIA spokesman: 


‘sald that the agency directed the GAO on 


SOct.:25 not-to release . ‘any part of its reéd| 
«post on NUMEC.,Theireason for the re-.; 
sport's reecrenys ; flassification, the- SIA, 
Spokesman'si d; is classified,'“**. ~"+ 

‘7. Shapiro's lawyer,’ ‘Abe. Krash; could not 
tbe: reached for? comment., Krash . and ‘4 
‘other lawyers from .his firm; Arnold &! 
Porter; have recently’ interviewed a num-- 
ber of. former .government “officials in-' ; 
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